THE   FIRST THEORY

*'Le vertueux Citoyen de Geneve"

CHAPTER I

THE  YEEDICT  PRONOUNCED   UPON  J.    J.   EOVSSEAU'S  CASE
BY HIS   CONTEMPORARIES

WHAT was the judgment passed upon J. J. Rousseau's
personal character by the voice of public opinion in
his own day; and by spectators of his daily life; and
listeners to his familiar conversation, who have reported,
without prejudice or favour, the impression he made
upon them ?

The popular judgment pronounced upon him stands
recorded in a most unmistakable manner in all
contemporary documents that did not owe their origin
to his personal enemies, the Encyclopaedists. Thus, in
the same infallible way that, in these documents, the
phrase "this great man/' " ce grand homme" follows
the name of Voltaire, the term " virtuous," <(le vertueux"
precedes the name of Jean Jacques Rousseau.

But the public who described him as " the virtuous
citizen of Geneva/' "the virtuous Jean Jacques," "the
virtuous Rousseau/' it will be said, knew him through
his writings. What was the opinion of those impartial
witnesses amongst his contemporaries who enjoyed the
best opportunities of studying his personal tastes, temper,
and habits, in his daily life ?

To decide this question, and to discover whether the
impartial testimony of his contemporaries confirms the
doctrine of his repulsive and equivocal personality, we
must not follow the example of writers who, like theatient students
